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Oksana Drohobytska,
PhD in History, Associate Professor of Ethnology and Archaeology,
Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University

RURAL INTELLIGENTSIA AS APROMOTER OF THE
SPORTS MOVEMENT IN HALYCHYNA (1920s-1930s)

In the interwar period, the Galician rural intelligentsia emerged
as a significant driving force in the formation of youth organizations
and the popularization of various sports. Priests and teachers were
acutely aware that the future of the nation depended on nurturing a
strong and conscious generation capable of withstanding the
challenges of the time.

With the assistance of the rural intelligentsia, youth organizations
such as "Sich", "Sokil", "Luh", "Plast" and others flourished. Members
of these societies advocated for a healthy lifestyle and organized
demonstrative gymnastic performances. Often, priests or teachers
directly participated in sports competitions. Notably, it is recorded that
the parish priest of Uhryniv, Sokal district, |. Kashubynskyi, along with
his relative O. Smulka and son Roman, founded the "Sokil" society,
participated in sports discussions, and served as a judge during athletic
competitions and sports games [6, p. 118].

By fostering the creation of such centers, the intelligentsia not
only popularized a healthy lifestyle among the younger generation but
also contributed to the patriotic education of youth and the training of
future community workers [2, p. 319].

Among the various leisure activities of the intelligentsia during
the interwar period, chess gained popularity. Activists from various
public organizations promoted this game among peasants. For
instance, the son of a deacon, 1. Dombrovskyi, introduced chess to the
reading room of the "Prosvita" society in Chornokintsi Velyki,
Husyatyn district. Consequently, by 1914, approximately 300 village
residents actively participated in chess competitions [4, p. 453]. In
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Pochapy, Zolochiv district, the local teacher I. Marynovych taught
chess in the reading room [3, p. 357].

Chess was also popularized by the former Minister of Railways,
Post, and Telegraph of the West Ukrainian People's Republic,
engineer Ivan Myron, who resided permanently in Dora from 1918 to
1940. He organized a chess club with 16 members at the local
"Prosvita", who participated in chess tournaments in Nadvirna and
Delyatyn, and promoted the game in neighboring villages [1, p. 52].

Chess was quite popular among the clergy as well. In particular,
a specially marked table designed for the game is among the exhibits
of the Stepan Bandera Historical-Memorial Museum.

The younger generation also favored skiing, football, and
volleyball [7, pp. 107-109]. For example, in the 1930s, in Sazhava,
Bohorodchany district, M. Boiko managed a football club (the so-called
"kicking ball" club). Players had uniforms purchased at their own expense
[8, p. 35]. The initiator of the football team's creation in Dobryniv,
Rohatyn district, was the son of the local priest, B. Skaskiv [5, p. 88].

Thus, the activities of the rural intelligentsia during the interwar
period exemplify selfless service to the nation. Representatives of the
educated class not only contributed to the physical development of
youth but also shaped their national consciousness, preparing them for
the future struggle for independence. They laid the foundation for the
development of physical culture and sports in Ukraine, and their
patriotism and dedication to the national idea became an example for
future generations.
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