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Among the numerous folk crafts of Hutsulshchyna, Kosiv ceramics oc-
cupy a special place, serving as a vivid example of decorative and applied art.
One of the lesser-known but no less interesting centers of Kosiv ceramics is
the Kutsky center, an ancient craft environment that developed in the village
of Kute in Hutsulshchyna. The most common products were various dishes,
souvenirs, stove tiles, and decorative tiles.

A characteristic difference between Kuty ceramics and Kosiv ceramics is
the intensive use of blue (cobalt), which is used alongside green and yellow. In
contrast, blue was used sparingly or not at all in Kosiv ceramics. In addition,
Kuty ceramics are characterized by geometric ornaments borrowed from em-
broidery, carving, and, to some extent, Armenian ornamentation.

Yakiv Voloshchuk, who moved from Pistyn to Kuty in 1907, and his son
Mykhailo made a significant contribution to the development of painted ce-
ramics. Three decorative stoves by Mykhailo Voloshchuk adorn the interior
of the exhibition at the Yosafat Kobrinsky National Museum of Folk Art of
Hutsulshchyna and Pokuttya.

In the 1930s, there was already a pottery workshop in Kuty. In 1939, the
«Kylymarka» artel was established here, which was reorganized into a factory
in 1949. In 1956, a ceramics workshop was organized at the factory. The de-
cline of Kuty ceramics began during the Soviet era. At that time, production
standards were imposed on craftsmen, which led to the simplification of or-
namentation and a loss of uniqueness. The use of blue, which distinguished
Kuty ceramics from all other Kosiv ceramics, was banned. In the 1990s, the
ceramics workshop in Kut was closed down altogether.

Today, Kuty ceramics, unfortunately, are not as popular as Kosiv ceram-
ics. But there are masters who work specifically with this center, remembering
all the subtleties of the production process. In general, we believe that Kuty
ceramics are a unique phenomenon of folk art, combining traditional Hutsul
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motifs and influences from different cultures. They played an important role
in the development of pottery in Hutsulshchyna, and the products of local
masters became famous far beyond the region.

Key words: ceramics, Kuty, Kosiv, decorative and applied arts, master
craftsman.
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