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Liei Tpaaumuii BMPOCTAE i Ha AKMIM LUiei Tpaaumuii BMCTA4ae. HMWMTM CBOKO BAACHY JAeprKaBHO-
HaLiOHabHY TPAAMLIIO, TOMY, WO B Hil € XMOW | NOMUAKK, Lie 3HaYMTb He ByayBaTK, a pyMHYyBaTK
Haujlo, Le 3Ha4YuUTb HUWMTKM camux cebe. YaocKoHanoBaTK U0 Tpaamuito — To6To obeperkHo
BiAKMAATW 3 Hei BCe, WO A4 HalioHa/bHOT TBOPYOCTI BUABUIOCL HE3A0POBMM, i 3 Jlob60oB'10 Ta
NIETM3MOM PO3BMBATK Te, WO BMKA3aN0 CBOK TBOPYY CUAY | MUTTE3AATHICTb — OCb 3aBAAHHA TUX,
XTO OyZYE, XTO TBOPUTb, XTO KMBE KUTTAM HaLlii, XTO 3 }KUTTAM HalLlii 3B’A3y€e CBOE KMTTA”.

Byab-AKa MoniTMYHa BNada 3aBXKAM 3allikaBneHa B camo3beperkeHHi, a ToMy W B YBiYHEHHI
NeBHUX COUiafIbHMX | MOAITUYHUX [HCTUTYTIB, Ha AKI BOHAa COMPAETbCA. Take “yBiYHEHHA”
30INCHIOETBCA Yepe3 MaKCMManbHy peidikauito (ypeyeBneHHs, maTtepianizauii) iHCTUTYTIB Y
CBiZloMmOCTi ntoaen, ToOTO HafifieHHA X OHTONOMYHMM CTaTyCOM HEe3a/ieXHO Bif, /0ACbKOI
AianbHOCTI. KOHKPEeTHI couianbHi 1 NOAITUYHI IHCTUTYTU BMAAOTLCA 3@ LLOCh YHiBEPCa/ibHE, BiYHE.
Pa3om 3 peidikalieto iHCTUTYTIB OHTOIOMI3YIOTbCA | colianbHi poni. byab-aka Bnaga a priori nparHe
[0 TOro, wob B il IHCTUTYLIMHUX paMKax t0[MHA MOBHICTIO OTOTOXHIOBaNa cebe 3 06’ EKTUBHUM
3MicTom ponboBoi aji. OTxe, 36epiratoun TpaamLiHi dopmn peanisauii Braam, ii HOCIT TMM cammm
36epiratoTb 1 YMOBM BNACHOrO NaHyBaHHA.

Y UbOMY KOHTEKCTi BMHMKAE MUTAHHA LWWOAO LWTYYHOCTI MEBHUX TPAAMLIN, AKi HaB'A3YE
CyCninbCTBY BAaAa NiA, yac ii TMMYacoBOro MaHyBaHHA (AKe, WonpaBAa, MOXe PO3TATHYTUCA Ha
[ecATUNITTA). AK 3acBigyye A0CBIA iCHYBaHHA TOTANTApPHUX i AECNOTUYHUX PEXUMIB, HEeMae
iCTOPMYHOI MepCnekTMBKM y Tpaamuii, aKi Da3ytoTbCa Ha NOAITUYHIN igeonorii. Lle, Hanpwknaa,
[0BOAMTbL A0CBiA TpMBanoro icHyBaHHA CPCP 3 Moro BesivyesHuMm “naHteoHom” peBoouinHUX
Tpaauuin i nam’ aTHUX AaT.

YK 94(100):903:572.9(075.8)
Drohobytska O. Ya.
PhD in History, Associate Professor of Ethnology and Archaeology,
Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University

INITIATION RITES IN PREHISTORIC SOCIETIES

In the history of primitive society, there are many topics that remain relevant to this day. One
such problem is initiation in primitive times. It is worth noting that the issue of initiation rites is not
only studied by researchers of primitive societies and ethnologists, but also by philosophers,
sociologists, and psychologists, which further attests to its relevance and significance.

The term itself comes from the Latin word “initium”, which translates as “beginning”,
“consecration”. In modern science, the term initiation refers to: youth age initiations and
consecration rituals associated with socialization; rituals that formalize entry into various secret
societies, which are usually accessible to representatives of one sex; priestly, shamanic, and
sorcerous consecrations; rituals of induction into office; consecration to a higher ritual status, or
so-called calendar initiations; women's initiations [5, p. 103].

As is known, one of the types of sources used in the study of primitive history is ethnographic
sources. It is precisely ethnographic data that allow us to make assumptions about how initiations
took place in primitive times. As the ethnologist V. Balushok claims, among primitive peoples,
there was initially no family-marriage ritual; it developed only with the development of the
institution of marriage. Therefore, initially among those ethnic groups where initiations were
developed, they to some extent replaced the entire wedding ceremony. Thus, the wedding ritual
absorbed many initiatory rituals [2, p. 31].
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36ipHuK Te3 gonosigent MixHapo4HOT HayKOBO-NPaKTUYHOT KoHbepeHL,i
“Cy4yacHui cTaH Ta NpiopuUTETU MOAEPHi3aLlii HayKuK, OCBiTU i cycninbeTea”

Initiations typically began when adolescents reached the age of 11-12 and were mostly
completed by 14-15. During these rites, youths were visually or verbally instructed in the
community's social norms and expected behaviors. Common trials in primitive societies included
sleep deprivation, fasting, beatings, hair plucking, tooth extraction, and ordeals by fire [4, p. 98].
The initiation process consisted of three stages:

1) segregation, involving the separation of the individual from their former environment and
the severance of ties with their past life;

2) a liminal phase, a transitional period between states;

3) reincorporation, signifying reintegration into society and the collective, but in a new role
and status [5, p. 102].

Upon successful completion, adolescents demonstrated their worthiness to become full-
fledged members of the community and brave hunters. Failure resulted in a repeat of the trials
and public shame [6, p. 147]. Those who did not undergo initiation or establish their own
households and marry were excluded from community assemblies and denied voting rights [3,
p. 169].

It was evident that the elders maintained a strict veil of secrecy over their knowledge. As a
result, individuals who revealed the secrets associated with initiation rites were met with severe
consequences, the nature of which was decided by the elders [4, p. 101].

Initiations have also persisted in contemporary Ukrainian society, particularly within
traditional wedding rituals. Classic examples of initiation rites can be observed among the Satere-
Mawé people of Brazil. These indigenous people use highly venomous bullet ants as part of their
male initiation ceremonies. The ants, placed in leaf or branch gloves with their stingers inward, are
specially treated with smoke to induce aggression. Boys are then forced to wear these gloves. The
venom causes paralysis of part of the hand. Interestingly, to fully complete the transition, boys
undergo this ordeal 20 times over several months or years [1].

Thus, initiation rites in primitive societies were not merely physical trials; they carried
profound social and cultural significance. These rituals served as a vehicle for transmitting
knowledge about the tribe's history, customs, and beliefs. Marking a transition into a new social
category, initiations could be seen as a “test” of maturity and independence. They allowed young
people to navigate the stages of socialization and prepare for the challenges of adulthood,
particularly as hunters. Although the specific forms of initiation rites varied across different
cultures, their fundamental purpose — preparing young people for life in society — remained
constant. A promising avenue for future research is a comparative analysis of initiation rites across
various cultures and historical periods, along with an investigation into the impact of globalization
on contemporary initiation rituals.
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